












Conclusion
As this article highlights, it is of crucial importance that the 
policyholder has a clear understanding of the status of any 
subcontractors they engage.

The most important consideration is the degree of 
supervision, direction and control the policyholder has 
over their subcontractors. Contracts can include terms 
that are implied and spoken, therefore, intentions always 
need to be made clear. However, it is ultimately the 
specific circumstances of each relationship and the facts 
of each case that will influence the courts to determine the 
subcontractor’s status. 

The policyholder needs to ensure that they always make 
adequate checks when utilising any subcontractor and 
should seek the appropriate legal advice in the event of any 
uncertainty. 
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